The Order to Advance

The repulse of the Imperial Guard, though a great blow
to French prestige and morale, did not of necessity betoken
French defeat.

The first two columns of the Imperial Guard, as Siborne
points out,

constituted but the Van of the attacking force, which comprised no less
than the whole Front Line of the French Army. D'Erlon's Corps
from the right, and Reille's Corps from the left, were pouring forth
their numerous columns, the principal portion of which had already
reached more than midway towards the Allied position, and presented a
formidable array ; whilst from the Heights which they had quitted, their
Artillery thundered forth as vigorously, over their heads, upon the
exhausted Line of the Allies, as at any previous period of the Battle.1

Napoleon was therefore not yet at the end of his tether,
he only wanted a little breathing space., and under his magic
influence his army would put forth super-strength and the
battle, if not a French victory, might yet become stalemate.

But he was not to be given that breathing space, for now
the decisive hour had struck, and the great mind of "Welling-
ton leapt upon it; and as he watched the tidal wave of
battle welling up once more towards him, he went out to
meet it, and hurled it back upon itself, so that it broke into
a thousand eddies and whirlpools, and engulfed the source
from which it sprung.

It was the hour of sunset, and for a few moments some
of the setting rays pierced through the dense, smoke-laden
atmosphere, filling the battlefield with a strange and lurid
light.

And in that light, outlined against the hazy horizon, on a
rising piece of ground, the British Commander sat quietly
on his gallant little horse, his face irradiated with an " almost
superhuman " 2 expression, his hat raised aloft, waving his
army forward in a gesture of mute but eloquent command.

^ p. 644.
2 Lady Shelley Vol. I, p. 96.
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